WHAT'S GOING ON AT TLC?
THE WILLIAM D. HOWARD FAMILY FUND IN
MEMORY OF WILLIAM CRAWSHAW
The Learning Center was named as a recipient of the
William D. Howard Family Fund in Memory of William
Crawshaw, a Chicago Community Trust Fund.

RECENT 2020 HSE GRADUATES
Congratulations to Maria Velasco (left),
Marilyn Moore (right), and Ameenah Ahmed
(not pictured) for successfully receiving
their High School Equivalency Certificate.

Bill Howard (left) is a former TLC tutor and long-time
supporter of the students we serve. We were honored to
receive this grant and excited to share the history of this fund.

A Letter from William D. Howard

The Learning Center is revolutionary in its approach to help educate Westside
residents who have not yet received high school certification of their basic
potentials. William Crawshaw – born 400 years ago – would have loved The
Learning Center. How do I know? Because he was my 7th great-grandfather
and the first of my father’s ancestors to come to America in 1624. In between
the times he lived and today, I am aware that there were six other ancestors
from my Howard family who were not always allowed the right to reach their
true potentials. They were told by the powerful of their day that their
capacities and contributions to society did not matter.
Many of the ancestors in my Howard family rebelled against these rich and
powerful whom they said treated them unjustly. In order to steady the
course, these Howard rebels took action in the Supreme Court of North
Carolina; some were church activists; and William Crawshaw and his brother
“stole themselves” away from the life of a serf in a cruel Spanish Empire –
taking refuge in England and Virginia. By the 19th century, against all odds,
two of William Crawshaw’s descendants (now “Howards”) became wealthy.
But today, more important than any of these centuries-old desperate acts of
rebellion undertaken by those seeking improved circumstances is a pathclearing instrument that can achieve meaningful results lasting a life time:
education. Not just an education of the ABCs variety, mind you, but education
that brings to the learner an awareness of the world around them so that he
and she can tread wisely in order to achieve the means to a better life for
themselves and their family.
This is the work of The Learning Center, and that is why I have included the
Center in this year’s awards of the William D. Howard Family Fund in
Memory of William Crawshaw. The purpose of this fund is to help make it
possible for programs like The Learning Center's to instill confidence and
change in the outlook and plans of individuals like attendees of The Learning
Center – confidence and change that lasts a lifetime.

WINTER COAT DRIVE
Through generous donations from
St. Luke parishioners, we were able to
supply our students with winter coats and
accessories. Our students were thrilled to
receive such wonderful gifts - just in time
for the cold weather.

N.M.M.A. VIRTUAL TOURS
In October, our students participated in
guided one-hour virtual tours of the
National Museum of Mexican Art's annual
Day of the Dead exhibits.

For me and my Howard family, it is an honor to be associated with Chicago’s
The Learning Center.

HOW TO DONATE
Make a donation online at
www.tlcchicago.org/donate.

2153 S. Millard Ave.
Chicago, IL 60623
P/F: 773.277.3111
www.tlcchicago.org

Note: The CARES Act provides
every American (even those not
itemizing) with a $300
charitable tax deduction in
2020.
Thank you!

MAKE A GREATER IMPACT
Many of our students lack reliable broadband
internet which prevents them from accessing
their online classes. The Learning Center is
committed to filling this gap.
Please consider covering the cost of wireless
internet fees for one (1) student when you make
your donation today.
• For $15, provide internet service for 1 month.
• For $45, provide internet service for 3 months.
• For $90, provide internet service for 6 months.

November 20, 2020
What a year this has been! During what can only be called surreal times, I hope you are staying safe
and well.
As we celebrate the Season of Giving in the middle of a global pandemic, we at The Learning Center
remain committed to our mission: “to support adults, from the North Lawndale and Little Village
communities of Chicago, in their pursuit of an educational path to more confident and effective
living.” In response to the pandemic, we transitioned our adult literacy classes to remote learning,
while retaining their Malcolm X teachers, and committed to keeping our staff employed.
We have launched our 2020 Year-End Campaign. Our goal is to raise $16,000 and help adult
learners increase their literacy levels, attain a high school equivalency credential, and find
productive employment. Although we have shifted to online programming, there is still a great
need for our classes and our services. About 27,000 residents in North Lawndale and Little Village
have less than a high school diploma or its equivalent.
We are again asking for your support so we can continue to help those most in need in these
communities. We never imagined we would be sending this letter in the middle of a pandemic. But
life threw us all a major curveball. We are determined to support our students, teachers, and staff
in dealing with it.
Your contribution today will help TLC continue to provide:
HiSet/GED exam fees for our High School Equivalency students.
Hardware devices and broadband internet for students to access their online classes.
Textbooks, workbooks, novels, and other educational materials for students to have in their
possession during remote learning.
Support services for our hard-working and dedicated instructors.
A safe and healthy space for essential in-person tutoring and on-site testing at TLC.
Generous people like you are the hope of our society. With your support, we can get through these
tough times and continue to serve our adult learners.
On behalf of our students, staff, and Board of Directors, I thank you.
With gratitude,

Angelica Saucedo
Executive Director

Our Goal: to raise $16,000 by December 31st.
How to help? Make a gift of $50, $100 or any amount to help us reach our goal.

